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4168-59

April 4, 1968

FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT

Congressman Charles W. Whalen, Jr. (R-Ohio) today commented
on North Vietnam's response to President Johnson's peace proposal.
A copy of his statement is enclosed for your information.
-30-

Statement by Congressman Charles W. Whalen, Jr. on North Vietnam's
Response to President Johnson's Peace Proposal
April 4, 1968

The announcement from Hanoi yesterday certainly is a hopeful
sign.

Perhaps it will lead to productive negotiations, the end of

the fighting and a peaceful settlement.
But we must be realistic enough to recognize that North Vietnam's
response to the President's proposal is only a crack at this point,
a flicker of light.

A long and difficult period lies ahead.

As yet

there is no certainty that negotiations actually will get underway.
After conferring with State Department officials this morning,
I have concluded that substantial probing will have to be made to
determine North Vietnamese motives.

Is Hanoi's overture merely a

public relations gesture or do they really wish to reach some kind
of accomodation that can be accepted by the United States? These
are questions that our diplomats and the President must assess in
this most delicate and serious matter.
As a result of my conversations with the State Department, I
feel that it will be two to three weeks at the earliest before
representatives of the United States will meet with representatives
of North Vietnam.

If nothing develops in the next six weeks regarding

a meeting,then, for all practical purposes, we will have to start
all over again.
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